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Exercise 1 Example text 
 

Key words from the text 

to grant a wish 
herbs  
(types of trees): eucalypt, red gums, 
mahoganies, tallowwood, river gum 
witch  

 

In this text, the complex sentences are underlined. 
 
Koalas 
 
A koala eats half a kilogram of leaves each day. Koalas are fussy eaters, 
choosing most of their food from a few varieties of eucalypt. Around Sydney, 
red gums and mahoganies are their most favoured trees. In northern areas of 
the State, tallowwood and forest red gum are important, and in the west 
koalas prefer river red gum and ribbon gum. 

  

Exercise 1 
In the following text, underline the complex sentences. Remember, if a 
sentence has more than one clause, it is a complex sentence. A simple 
sentence has only one clause. 

Rapunzel 
  
There were once a man and a woman who wanted to have a child. The woman 
hoped that God would grant her wish. These people had a little window at the 
back of their house from which a splendid garden could be seen. The garden 
had the most beautiful flowers and herbs. But it was surrounded by a high 
wall, and no one dared to go into it because it belonged to a witch, who had 
great power and was feared by everyone. One day the woman was standing by 
this window and looking down into the garden, when she saw the most 
beautiful lettuce, and it looked so fresh and green that she wanted to eat it. 
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Exercise 2 
Look at the short text divided into clauses. Decide whether the combination of 
clauses within sentences is linking or binding. 
 
Koalas 
 
(1) A koala eats half a kilogram of leaves each day.      
(2) Koalas are fussy eaters, (L/B) choosing most of their food from a few 
varieties of eucalypt.   
(3) Around Sydney, red gums and mahoganies are their most favoured trees. 
(4) In northern areas of the State, tallowwood and forest red gum are 
important, (L/B) and in the west koalas prefer river red gum and ribbon gum. 
 
Rapunzel 
 
(1) There were once a man and a woman (L/B) who wanted to have a child.   
(2) The woman hoped (L/B) that God would grant her wish.     
(3) These people had a little window at the back of their house (L/B) from 
which a splendid garden could be seen.    
(4) The garden had the most beautiful flowers and herbs.    
(5) But it was surrounded by a high wall, (L/B) and no one dared to go into it 
(L/B) because it belonged to a witch, (L/B) who had great power (L/B) and 
(who) was feared by everyone. 

 
 
Exercise 3 
 

Key words from the texts 
amazing 
coral reef 
diverse 
ecosystem 
unique 
World Heritage Area – An area that is 
protected by international law 

 
In the short text, choose the best theme from the box to complete the 
sentences. 
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Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area 
 
(1) __________ is one of the world’s most unique and diverse ecosystems. 
(2)__________, it is the world's largest coral reef system and (3)__________ is 
so large (4)__________ can be seen from space. (5)__________ is visited by 
almost 1.9 million people every year. (6)__________ are lucky enough to live 
near the reef. (7)__________ is one of the natural wonders of the world and 
was added to the World Heritage List in 1981 for its natural beauty and 
scientific importance. 
 

the Great Barrier Reef (x2) 
another one million people 
it (x2) 
covering an area of 348,000 square kilometres 
the amazing collection of coral reefs and islands 

 
Exercise 4 
Compare the two texts. Text (A) is the original and text (B) has been changed. 
Which text is more cohesive and why? You must mention theme and focus. 
 
Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area (A) 
(1) The Great Barrier Reef is one of the world’s most unique and diverse ecosystems. 
(2) Covering an area of 348,000 square kilometres, it is the world's largest coral reef 
system and (3) it is so large (4) it can be seen from space. (5) The amazing collection 
of coral reefs and islands is visited by almost 1.9 million people every year. (6) 
Another one million people are lucky enough to live near the reef. (7) The Great 
Barrier Reef is one of the natural wonders of the world and was added to the World 
Heritage List in 1981 for its natural beauty and scientific importance. 

 
Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area (B) 
 
(1) One of the world’s most unique and diverse ecosystems is the Great Barrier Reef. 
(2) Covering an area of 348,000 square kilometres, the world's largest coral reef 
system is the Great Barrier Reef and (3) it is so large (4) that from space people can 
see it. (5) Almost 1.9 million people visit the amazing collection of coral reefs and 
islands every year. (6) Another one million people are lucky enough to live near the 
reef. (7) One of the natural wonders of the world is the Great Barrier Reef, which was 
added to the World Heritage List in 1981 for its natural beauty and scientific 
importance. 
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Answers to Exercise 1 

 
Rapunzel 
 
There were once a man and a woman who wanted to have a child. The woman 
hoped that God would grant her wish. These people had a little window at the 
back of their house from which a splendid garden could be seen. The garden 
had the most beautiful flowers and herbs. But it was surrounded by a high 
wall, and no one dared to go into it because it belonged to a witch, who had 
great power and was feared by everyone. One day the woman was standing by 
this window and looking down into the garden, when she saw the most 
beautiful lettuce, and it looked so fresh and green that she wanted to eat it. 

 
Answers to Exercise 2 
 
Koalas 
 
(1) A koala eats half a kilogram of leaves each day.      
(2) Koalas are fussy eaters, (B) choosing most of their food from a few varieties 
of eucalypt.   
(3) Around Sydney, red gums and mahoganies are their most favoured trees.  
(4) In northern areas of the State, tallowwood and forest red gum are 
important, (L) and in the west koalas prefer river red gum and ribbon gum. 
 
Rapunzel 
 
(1) There were once a man and a woman (B) who wanted to have a child.   
(2) The woman hoped (B) that God would grant her wish.     
(3) These people had a little window at the back of their house (B) from which 
a splendid garden could be seen.    
(4) The garden had the most beautiful flowers and herbs.    
(5) But it was surrounded by a high wall, (L) and no one dared to go into it (L) 
because it belonged to a witch, (B) who had great power (L) and was feared by 
everyone. 
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Answers to Exercise 3 

 
Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area 
 
(1) The Great Barrier Reef is one of the world’s most unique and diverse 
ecosystems.  
(2) Covering an area of 348,000 square kilometres, it is the world's largest coral 
reef system and (3) it is so large (4) it can be seen from space. (5) The amazing 
collection of coral reefs and islands is visited by almost 1.9 million people every 
year. (6) Another one million people are lucky enough to live near the reef. (7) 
The Great Barrier Reef is one of the natural wonders of the world and was 
added to the World Heritage List in 1981 for its natural beauty and scientific 
importance. 
 

Answers to Exercise 4 
Text (A) is more cohesive than text (B). This is because in text (A), the main 
topic of the text (“the Great Barrier Reef”) is almost always the theme. The 
focus is usually new information about the reef, which naturally goes at the 
end of the clause. 
 
In text (B), “the Great Barrier Reef” is almost always the focus. This means that 
the new information about the reef is usually in the theme, which is not the 
natural position for new information. 
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