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Exercise 1 

In these sentences, identify the verbal groups. Which verbal groups are non-
finite? 
 

Key words from the texts 
to chase 
coral reef 
diverse 
ecosystem 
fussy 
The Great Barrier Reef 
unique 
World Heritage List 

 

(1) A koala eats about half a kilogram of leaves each day. Koalas are fussy 
eaters, choosing most of their food from a few varieties of eucalypt. 

(2) Often, young male koalas will be chased away by older males. To survive, 
they must find a suitable area which is not already occupied by other 
dominant male koalas. 

(3) To make a drink from coffee beans, the beans must first be specially 
prepared by drying the beans and then roasting them. 

(4) Covering an area of 348,000 square kilometres, the Great Barrier Reef is 
the world's largest coral reef system. 

 

Exercise 2 Example texts 

Identify the subjects and finites in the texts.  
 
Note that some subjects have already been identified, including relative 
pronouns (“who”, “which”) and empty subject “there”. 
 
Koalas 
 
A koala eats half a kilogram of leaves each day. Koalas are fussy eaters, 
choosing most of their food from a few varieties of eucalypt. Around Sydney, 
red gums and mahoganies are their most favoured trees. In northern areas of 
the State, tallowwood and forest red gum are important, and in the west 
koalas prefer river red gum and ribbon gum. 
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Rapunzel 
 
There were once a man and a woman who wanted to have a child. The woman 
hoped that God would grant her wish. These people had a little window at the 
back of their house from which a splendid garden could be seen. The garden 
had the most beautiful flowers and herbs. But it was surrounded by a high 
wall, and no one dared to go into it because it belonged to a witch, who had 
great power and *was feared by everyone. One day the woman was standing 
by this window and looking down into the garden, when she saw the most 
beautiful lettuce, and it looked so fresh and green that she wanted to eat it. 
 

Exercise 3 

Choose the correct finites (“is”, “are”, or “was”) in the text below. 

 

Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area 

The Great Barrier Reef _____ one of the world’s most unique and diverse 
ecosystems. Covering an area of 348,000 square kilometres, it _____ the 
world’s largest coral reef system and it _____ so large it can be seen from 
space. The amazing collection of coral reefs and islands _____ visited by almost 
1.9 million people every year. Another one million people _____ lucky enough 
to live near the reef. The Great Barrier Reef _____ added to the World 
Heritage List in 1981 for its natural beauty and scientific importance. 
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Answers to Exercise 1 

Verbal groups are shown in red and non-finite verbal groups are underlined. 

 

(1) A koala eats about half a kilogram of leaves each day. Koalas are fussy 
eaters, choosing most of their food from a few varieties of eucalypt. 

(2) Often, young male koalas will be chased away by older males. To survive, 
they must find a suitable area which is not already occupied by other 
dominant male koalas. 

(3) To make a drink from coffee beans, the beans must first be specially 
prepared by drying the beans and then roasting them. 

(4) Covering an area of 348,000 square kilometres, the Great Barrier Reef is 
the world's largest coral reef system. 

 

Answers to Exercise 2 

 
Koalas 
 
A koala eats half a kilogram of leaves each day. Koalas are fussy eaters, 
choosing most of their food from a few varieties of eucalypt. Around Sydney, 
red gums and mahoganies are their most favoured trees. In northern areas of 
the State, tallowwood and forest red gum are important, and in the west 
koalas prefer river red gum and ribbon gum. 
 
 
Rapunzel 
 
There were once a man and a woman who wanted to have a child. The woman 
hoped that God would grant her wish. These people had a little window at the 
back of their house from which a splendid garden could be seen. The garden 
had the most beautiful flowers and herbs. But it was surrounded by a high 
wall, and no one dared to go into it because it belonged to a witch, who had 
great power and *was feared by everyone. One day the woman was standing 
by this window and looking down into the garden, when she saw the most 
beautiful lettuce, and it looked so fresh and green that she wanted to eat it. 
 

* Notice that the subject is still the witch (“who”) but the subject can be left 
out because it is the same as in the clause before. 
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Answers to Exercise 3 

 

The Great Barrier Reef is one of the world’s most unique and diverse 
ecosystems. Covering an area of 348,000 square kilometres, it is the world’s 
largest coral reef system and it is so large it can be seen from space. The 
amazing collection of coral reefs and islands is visited by almost 1.9 million 
people every year. Another one million people are lucky enough to live near 
the reef. The Great Barrier Reef was added to the World Heritage List in 1981 
for its natural beauty and scientific importance. 
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